HAHVARD HEALTH TALKS
weap^ious time than to await its natural
nithing. He accordingly practised in-
oculation, a form of what we now know
as active immunization; and even though
it was a hazardous procedure and fre-
quently killed those whom it was in-
tended to protect, yet it was widely em-
ployed in eastern countries. From India
it was introduced into England about
1721 and popularized by Lady Mary
Montagu, and at about the same time
it was introduced into this country by
Dr. Zabdiel Boylston of Boston.
Inoculation, or variolation, consisted
in transferring matter from a true small-
pox pustule to the abraded skin of the
person to be protected. This procedure
usually produced a mild form of the
disease, which, anticipated and con-
trolled, was preferable to a fortuitous
and virulent attack, but it had serious
disadvantages. Infections other than
smallpox were transmitted along with
the variolous matter. Further, the in-
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